
 

 

portunity to make an appointment with M rs  Phillips  in 

the office to meet with your c hild and their teacher. T he 

interviews  are 10  minutes  in length and if you would 

like more time another appointment can be arranged at 

a s uitable time. We do encourage your children to be a 

part of this  interview, as  it is  about their learning.  

Learning Sample Folders 

Thank you for sending your children’s  learning sample 

folders  back to school this  week. We hope you enjoyed 

looking through these folders  with them and discussing 

their learning with them. A  huge amount of teac hers ’ 

time was  spent on these folders  last term to give you as  

parents  an insight to your c hild’s  levels  of learning. T he 

Learning Sample Folder will be the starting point of your 

discussion at the parent interview. A ny questions or 

interpretation of c ontents , as  well as  concerns  will 

hopefully be c larified by your child’s  teac her. Please feel 

free to also celebrate the positive  as pects  to your 

child’s  learning with their teachers .  

Here are a few questions  you might like to ask your 

child’s  teacher at the interview: 

• Is  my child on track with their learning? 

• What could I  do at home to help my c hild with…? 

• Can you explain the level my child is  at in comparison 

to their age? 

• How will I  know if my child is  s uccessful at….? 

• What resources  do you have to help me with…..? 

• What do the colours  mean in the reading levels? 

• What do the ‘stages ’ mean in numeracy? 

• What are s tanines  and how do they give you, as  a 

teac her, information? 

• What do the grey boxes  mean on the graphs? 

• What are my child’s  next steps  / learning goals? 

 

Term Calendar 

You will find our term 2  calendar in this  weeks newslet-

ter. Please note that we try to s tick to the dates  on this  

calendar and us ually also s end out extra notices  to keep 

you up to date, however there may be the occasional 

change, of whic h you will be notified.  

 

Celebrating our Catholic Character 

This  year we are taking the time to explore what makes  

up our sc hool in a bit more detail. O ur H ouse groups , of 

whic h we are all very proud, are named after people 

who made some kind of difference. We will be celebrat-

ing each of these feast days as  part of building up our 
team s pirit and recognising those who came before us . 

The first hous e group to celebrate their namesake is  

Chanel, who is named after Saint Peter Chanel. On this  

day our whole school will acknowledge Chanel and cele-

brate their day together. As the Chanel house group 

colour is  green, s tudents will be allowed to wear mufti if 

it is  all green. Our uniforms  are green whic h may be 

handy for s ome! M r McDonald and Mrs  Carey will be 

sending out a flyer with more details  early next week.   

 

PTFA NEWS 

 

***DISCO  *** DISCO ***  DISCO *** DISCO ***  
 

On the Friday of Week 6  (28 th May) at the Children's  
complex from 6-9pm . T here will be hot dogs , c hips  and 

drinks  for s ale, glow sticks will also be available.   

Gold coin entry. 

Hello and welcome back to another busy term! 

Was n’t it great to have a break with family and friends? I  

always  love the Eas ter break. It is  great to be able to wind 

down after a busy term and get out of routine for a bit. 

Being able to enjoy a bit of camping and the amazing out-
doors  of Northland before winter sets in is  always  refresh-

ing. Of c ourse all the chocolate is  an added bonus for some 

of us!  The end of Lent and a new beginning, in remember-

ing Christ’s  resurrec tion also gives  me a sense of newness . 

Easter, as  we know, is  our church’s  most important c ele-

bration. World wide, this  is  probably the most attended 

Mass  (other than Chris tmas ), even in s mall places  like Kai-

taia. I t was interesting meeting some “out of town” people 

on the Easter weekend at Mass , some of who came from 

Blockhouse Bay–  the Pepper family’s  new parish.  O ur M ass 

is  one of the important parts  of our Catholic c ommunity 

that unites  people from all over the world. Our students  are 

privileged to be a part of this  univers al community. 

This  term we will be celebrating being part of this  wider 

community in a national sense. Every three years , all 

Catholic  Sc hools  in New Zealand, c elebrate being a part of 
the Catholic  Schools  system on the same day. T his  year 

Catholic  Sc hool’s  Day is  on the 19 th May and the theme is  

“Be the C hange”. We will als o be inviting nearby Catholic  

Sc hool’s  to be a part of our c elebration. As a sc hool we will 

be going to Marae Karau Kore on Foreshore Road Ahipara 

for this  celebration. T he night before Catholic  Schools Day, 

we are planning a sleepover at the M arae and a day for the 

senior school to learn Marae protocol. That night we will be 

having a whole sc hool community c ons ultation hui and din-

ner for our community. A  timetable and order of events  will 

be issued in due course. It is  going to be a great event and 

we hope that all of you will make the time to be a part of 

it, either during one of the days or the night that we are on 

the Marae. We as a staff want you as  parents  to have a say 

in your children’s  learning journey and well being at Pom-

pallier Catholic  Sc hool. 

 
Welcome to new staff 

It is  my great pleasure to welcome three new staff mem-

bers  to our great little school. M rs  Stacey Cutler , who 

many of you already know, and M rs  Marguerita Wedding 

will be job-s haring in Room 2 . M rs  cutler will be in Room 2  

from Monday to Wednesday and Mrs  Wedding will be 

teac hing on Thursday and Friday. They are both great 

teac hers  who are going to make Room 2  a very happy 

plac e to be. Because of M rs  Cutler moving into Room 2 , we 

have a new release teacher on the staff who will be teac h-

ing in Room 3  with M iss Clarke on a Monday. M rs  Moira 

Davis  is  going to take this  role on and we are very happy 

to welc ome her back to Pompallier Catholic  School. 
 

Parent Interviews 

On Tuesday and Wednesday of next week we will be having 

our parent interviews . T his  is  a fantastic  opportunity to 

have scheduled, one on one time with your c hild’s  teacher. 

School will be f inishing at 1pm on Tuesday 27th, s o 

that interviews  c an begin at 1 .30 pm. I f you are unable to 

take your c hildren home before 3pm, there will be s upervi-

sion available for them in the library. Please take this op-
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Our Learning in Term2 
Our inquiry topic  this  term is  still under the umbrella of 

“God is  our Provider”. T he foc us this  term will be on  

Beautifying our school. This  will be based on learning that 

has  been happening s ince term 3  of 2009 (when we began 

the ”God is our P rovider” umbrella) and covered the fol-

lowing: s ustainability, our environment, fres h water and 

native New Zealand. From all this  learning, our technology 

based unit this  term is , to dec ide on something native to 
New Zealand and us e this  to rename our classrooms and 

labels  around our school in an appealing and c reative way. 

Art and design will be a big foc us  in this undertaking; as  

will be the connecting of our previous learning to our c ur-

rent c lassrooms . We will learn to make choices  and deci-

sions  based on good argument writing and persuasive 

talking.    

In literacy we will continue with robus t, ac hievement   

foc used learning based on data, which was  collected las t 

term, and overall teacher judgement to improve your 

child’s  achievement.  

A regular foc us  on spelling at home 

might help your child with a chance to 

get into the “Great PCS Spelling Bee” 

final on 4th June! 
 

In Religious  E ducation we have been fo-

cus ing on Eas ter for this  first week and will be moving on 

to the Holy Spirit Te Wairua Tapu Strand from Week 2  to 

Week 6 . 

The key focus  ideas  for this  strand are as  follows : 

Year 1    - God the Holy Spirit 

Year 2    - T he H oly Spirit in people’s  lives  

Year 3    - T he Fruits  of the H oly Spirit 

Year 4    - P entecos t 

Year 5    - T itles  and Symbols of the Holy Spirit 

Year 6    - Baptism and the Holy Spirit 

Year 7 /8   - T he mission of the Holy Spirit in the Churc h  

      and in the World 

It is  really useful for you as  parents  and caregivers  to 

read the Family/Whanau book to find out more about your 
child’s  learning in Religious  Education. T his  book offers  

some s imple ideas  and explanations  to help you to help 

your c hild in their learning.  

We also have a very sport orientated term ahead with the 

help of Sport Northland and the Active Schools  initiative, 

so PE  gear will be used often. Please encourage self man-

agement in your child, so that they remember to bring 

their gear when they should. We are also focusing on ball 

skills  and skipping and will be having a s kip-a-thon later in 

the term. 

BOT Elections 

A reminder that nominations  for the Board of T rustees  

close this Friday 23 rd April.  I  will publis h profiles  of the 

nominees  in our next news letter (Wednesday 5  May) and 

voting will then take place that Friday (7  May). Once 

again, I  would like to encourage people who ... 

• have a genuine interest in our school’s  Vision and   

Mission statement 

• want what is  best for ALL the students  at our school 

• are able to work cooperatively in a positive team envi-

ronment 
...to put their hand up for this  role. 

Our current BOT  is  amazing and I  would encourage any-

one who s teps up to as pire to their standard of leadership. 

Have a fantastic Term 2 Pompallier Catholic 
School Whanau!  

Mrs Mill 

                We would love to take this         
     opportunity to extend a warm 

welcome our new students and 
families 

  
 Electra DeValli Room 1 
Jayden Schrafft Room 1 

The school and their families  are warmly invited to 

the commemoration of the signing of the Tiriti o 

Waitangi held in Kaitaia Wednes day 28 th April 2010.   

Powhiri 10  am between Missionplace Kindergarten 

and Kaitaia Primary Sc hool. Day will include:  

1 .    Performances  from kohanga reo kapa haka, 
waiata,  

2 .    Games  of “Ki or rahi” with Paulette Lewis  –  

teams  to regis ter Te Oranga 09  408 0141or 

email paulette@terarawa.co.nz,  

3 .    A  discussion around a memorial monument 

for the day that will be informative and ac-

knowledge the importance of the day for our 

community. 

For more information c ontact Shirley Neho 408  0141 

or s hirley@terarawa.c o.nz  

Sports Club Meeting 
 

When:   Monday 26th April 
Where:  PCS Library 
Time:     3.00 pm  
Who:     Anyone interested  
     in their child’s       
      sport code ! 

 
Please come and share your ideas, we 
value parent support as this is a parent 

initiative. 

FAMILY MASS 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This term our School Family Mass is on 

23rd May.  
Family Mass this term is a special one.  

Not only is  it on Pentecost Sunday which is  our 

church’s  “birthday”;   

it is  als o a First Holy Communion c elebration for 

some of our s tudents. T his  date is  on the  term c al-

endar and also in this  news letter, as  it is an impor-

tant date to diarise. We want to celebrate, as  a 

school and parish c ommunity, one of the most spe-

cial Sacraments  that our s tudents will receive—

Euc haris t, the body and blood of C hrist. I t is  also 
part of your commitment to your child’s  education 

at this school to enable them to attend Sunday 

Mass  on a regular basis . The only reason our school 

exists  is  because of it’s  Catholic Character. Mass 

is  a part of your child’s  learning and faith journey. 


